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belief was fostered by the fact that the only
civilisation which they knew was their own. The
Far East had had practically no contact with
Europe or America, and the only peoples whom
the Chinese knew were the Japanese and the
Koreans, and other races of the continent of Asia
whom they had from time to time conquered.

But those changes in the structure of European
society which we call the industrial revolution were
bound eventually to bring Europe into close touch
with China. The new European economic
system implied that the beliefs and desires of
Europeans drove them out to find new markets and
supplies of the raw materials of industry with a
persistence and on a scale unknown in previous
centuries* And the new industrial system gave
them the means, in the ships, the railways, and the
intricate and powerful organisation of commerce
and finance, of imposing their economic will ancl
their system upon any people which could not
resist them politically*

The first impact of this new European economic
system upon China can be observed in the first half
of the nineteenth century* Gradually the question
of foreign trade between China and the manu-
facturing nations of the West became an acute